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fgv Antl-Poverty War
‘. Is Gettmg Costly

v
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W Mr. Alles !
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The widely eommversial anti- v 97 'Job Corps camps, 15 are «OI_"r‘l
poverty program is under heavy - erated by universities and busi--
fire on the ground it's doing little ness -firms under contract to
for those who need it most, but OEO. Employes hired by .them !
there are juicy pickings for some  are paid with govemment tunds, 3
beneficlaries. . , - v but there are no pufblic recondsi

The program bas' more high-::.of salary schedules. : ;

M

4
ﬁsalarled officlalg and employes - Similarly,' local oommumty

than much older and larger gov- - action anti-poverty projecis’ ém-
Fernment ‘agencies—such as the ., ploy many officlals and workers
LFBI and _the Office ' of Educa»  whose salaries are ‘almost en
tion, : ; . tirely paid by OEO. But again,
£~ This latest critical diselosure - salary data. is vague .and andm-

r\has been brought to light by.' plete,

{) —Approximately  half (1,006, -~ $15,000 or better. ' i-

Representative William  Ayres, -, However, Ayres has ascer-fT

E? ., ranking Republican -on the .. tained that.the scales are well *
House » Labor Committee Wthh in  keeping wﬂh OEOQ's upper

‘15 considering the new $1.6 bil- . brackets.

‘lion anti-poverty budget. .After " At least 1032 community ac-'\

-lengthy inquiry, he compf'ed the ‘ tion # employes .are paid more !;

following revealing facts: - - " than $10,000 a yeat, and 200 get J

EY
of 2,350) of the full-time em-;:' This lush payroll. Iem‘pire ls,!
ployes in 'the Washington- head- brarided by Representativé Ayres |

lf‘quarters of the Office of Eco-i{ ag \“sca_nda]f)us” and “indefens.

: t
‘the” anti-poverty program, and. . He' also mdimantly predicts
’its six regional branches are | that under ‘the .proposed new';

i —At least 4 of OEOQ'S 10D ; the number of officlals gettmg}
'tVashington officlals, receive more " £10000 and more will :increase ;

‘eral Westmoreland, U. 8. «€om- .. -“Bureaucrats and.” politicians:

: tmander in Viet Nam. . ‘.,,are having 2 field day.” says )
L Of. the 2,350 full-time em- " Ayres. “We have no-idea how:;

ptoyes, six get more fhan $26,- = many poor peop'e have been’}
000, including -Director Sargent™ :helped by this program, but it's, i

't cos ! are beng mdintained ~ facj
In addition ‘to these lush sal-, \ ‘above the poverty.level.”

. \ary scales, OEO mow has choice This record, Ayres cvntends,
: }working conditions, In Washmg- . clashes directly with the promise ?

ton it’s housed in one of the new- L'Dmector Shriver made-in 1964 to’
Eest and most modern buildings.. <-the Labor Committee—"The war\
Representatve Ayres caustic-” on poverty is a prudent pro
Lally notes these -eye-openng ﬁ"- . It is prudently planned in

Yires are only part of the story..: every dollar allocated - will béx

. There are two other large ,spent to help the poor.. There will %
;ETOUPS of flourishing anti-poverty - be no leakage. There is no cona);
jofficials and employes whose sal- J.v templated huge new bureaucra- Q

:aries are paid in whole or in part . ¢y
Lby the federal government. { ' Snorting in derision,. Ay'res dxs-z
One consists' of 4,134 perma- . .closed that Shriver boasted fo,

n—"‘;, Lnent government - workers as-’ .the Labor ~Committee earlierf

‘signed to anti - poverty profects— 1 this year that OBO does not’
‘such as Job Corps -camps, the, . have a large staff. A
(Nelghborhood Youth Corps and,. “He said it was only one-fifth
adu't education. These employés ! Cthe 4ize of -the ‘Department of’,
comé from departments such ‘ag ' Health, Educaton & Welfare."!
*Labor. Agrlculmre, Interior,’ - said  Ayres. “So I compared ¢
’HEW eic. OEOQ with one agency of that:
{ Detailed salary figures ol the .'department—the Office of Edu-i
group are not available. But sig- ;- cation. And here Is what I found.:
!nmcanﬂy indicative of their cost:/ The Education Office is budget-’
! to OEO is that $31.75 million tud- Xed for $3478 bilion In fiscal;
',ugeted for ﬂleit pay in the cominc 1967, as compared to $1.724 bil-:
1 fiscal year. . ‘ . “lion for OEO Yet Education has !

% 'The other .group I ‘employes | \ only 2,81 " full-time ‘employes,

‘of - local ° boverty organizations ./, while OEO has an overall. tohlj

et e toends  desediaadesm M Sha al QARR VY L, &n RN TS

than the $23,268 base pay of Gen-:" to well over 2 500, v

“Siriver .at- $30,000; 18 more than!  unmistakably “clear that. thou- :
“: 18%5,000: 54 over $19600; and " sands of bureaucrats: and’ pohh.-! ,
. 2521 upwards of $14,680.
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d- more than $10,000 a year.: $16 billion anti-poverty budget,.. ,. o
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